
Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School



Welcome to 9th

Grade-Let’s Go!



Support Team

9th Grade Administrator: 
Mrs. Kristine Knapp 
School Counselors: 
Ms. McAuley – Last Names A-K
Ms. Taylor – Last Names L-Z
Ms. Richmond – 504 Students
School Counseling Director: 
Ms. Melei

Teachers & Support: 
Ms. Polatos-Quintero 
Ms. Marinello
Mr. Reynolds



Graduation Requirements





Grading System in High School 



Grade Point 
Average (GPA)

A = 4 

Points

B = 3 
Points​

C = 2 

Points

D = 1 
Point​

F = 0 
Points



GPA’s
Weighted
•Additional Quality Point(s)​
•All Courses are factored in​
•Honors (+1) Advanced Placement (+2), and Dual Enrollment 
(+2)
•+2 for Advanced Placement - must take and do well on the AP 
Exam​ in May
•Used to calculate class rank 

Unweighted
•All Courses are factored in​
•No Additional Quality Point
•Out of scale of unweighted 4.0 GPA
•GPA Needed for Graduation ​& Sport Eligibility (2.0)

Academic Core
•Core Classes Only

Gold Cord = 3.75 Weighted GPA



Grading System in End of Year Courses (EOC)
4 EOC Exams:

1) Algebra (Must Pass for Graduation)
2) Geometry (Can Use to Meet Algebra EOC Requirement)
3) Biology
4) American History

*30% of final grade in these courses!

*EOC Courses = 1 Year Long

* 1st Q (15%) + 2nd Q (15%) + Midterm (10%) +
3rd Q (15%) + 4th Q (15%) + EOC (30%) = 1 Year Grade Beeman

https://www.bee-man.us/school/broward_grades.php




Pinnacle Notifications
Go to the Pinnacle Gradebook – (App in Clever)
username: 06 Student ID Number
password: Pmm/dd/yyyy

1. On the homepage, click on "Options"
2. Add the Email Address(es) and Phone Number(s) you'd like to 
receive information sent to
3. Click "Notifications" and add the types of notifications you want 
(recommendations below)

Important Notification Options to Choose :Weekly grade summary, 
Attendance, and Class Alerts

REMEMBER TO CLICK SAVE ONCE YOU'VE MADE YOUR SELECTIONS!



Virtual Counselor
**Equivalent to an Unofficial Transcript**

Browardschools.com/VirtualCounselor

Username: 06 Student ID 

Password: Date of Birthday (mm/dd/yyyy)



Community
Service 

Volunteer 
Hours



Service 
Hour 

Approval 
Form



Service 
Hour 
Log 

Form



What to Expect 
9th Grade Year 

-Get to know your School Counselor 
-Log on to Pinnacle & Virtual Counselor to check grades, graduation information, test scores
-Develop good study habits and test management skills – use a planner; study in advanced; 
notecards; practice; use resources 
-Make BEST GRADES in ALL OF YOUR CLASSES
-Become Involved 
-Work on Community Service 
-Discover interests
-PSAT in October 
-Consider plans for course taking 
-Know your balance 



High  School Timeline



-Continue working on 9th grade tasks
-Log into NAVIANCE and explore careers, colleges, scholarship opportunities 
-PSAT 10th and 11th

-SAT/ACT – 11th

-Begin planning coursework interested in taking throughout high school  - prepare for 
NCAA, Bright Futures

-Explore career options, internships, college search/fairs
-Summer programs
-Dual Enrollment or Technical School 
-College Visits 
-Prepare resume 
-Work, Volunteer, or Leadership Role 

What to Expect 10-11th 

Grade Year 



Learning 
STRATEGIES 590

STUDY SKILLS



“The Agenda is the 
most important tool 

to the scholar’s 
success”



Agenda 
management

• Reset deadlines to an earlier date
• Change work-pace

• Plan for the unexpected 

• Address work in percentages

• PHYSICALLY cross out completed tasks
• Non-negotiable

• Enjoy the polish days



Informational Text
True or Fact?
◦ Informational text is a majority of the SAT.
◦ If you could read through a passage once and 

understand, it would save you time when answering 
questions

◦ You can read ahead without penalty
◦ “Those who don’t read are like those who can’t read”



Active Reading



Don’t Paint the Page!



Concept Maps



Mind Maps







Learning 
STRATEGIES 590

NOTE TAKING SKILLS/TEST TAKING SKILLS











See 
Announcements

Access Each of your 
Courses



Teams Link to 
attend class

Class, Assignments, 
Notes, Files, Videos –
in Modules



Tutoring
✓ KHAN ACADEMY

✓ ASK BRIA

✓ AFTER SCHOOL TUTORING (TUESDAY’S, 
WEDNESDAY’S, THURSDAY’S)

✓ SAT SATURDAY PREP





Get Involved
A great way to get connected to your high school is to 
GET INVOLVED!  

oExamples of clubs/activities/sports:
oStudent Government Association/Leadership Class
oJournalism: newspaper, yearbook, TV production
oDECA
oROTC
oFootball, Soccer, Basketball, Cheerleading, Cross Country, 
Track & Field, Lacrosse, Baseball, Softball (and so much 
more!)
oStep Team
oBand, Color Guard, Chorus, Drama/Theatre
oMind Body Ambassadors

https://browardschools.instructure.com/courses/900441



Different Options 
for High School

❑Advanced Placement 

❑Dual Enrollment

❑Technical Schools

❑Acceleration / Industry Certification



Resources and Support
Social Emotional: 

School Counselors

Wellness Center 

Eagles Haven
https://www.eagleshaven.org/

First Call for Help: 2-1-1

Crisis Text Line: Text “TALK” to 741741

Resources:

Remind: 81010 
@2025MSD 

Khan Academy 

Stoneman Douglas School Counseling Canvas 
Page: https://browardschools.instructure.com/courses/
863048

Stoneman Douglas Activities & 
Sports: https://browardschools.instructure.com/courses
/900441

EOC Bee Man Calculator: https://www.bee-
man.us/school/broward_grades.php

https://www.eagleshaven.org/
https://browardschools.instructure.com/courses/863048
https://browardschools.instructure.com/courses/900441
https://www.bee-man.us/school/broward_grades.php


THANK YOU FOR JOINING US 

QUESTIONS? 


