
Kindergarten ACCESS for ELLS
Objectives

• Learn about Kindergarten ACCESS for ELLs
• Locate the Kindergarten ACCESS Training Course 
• Describe scoring and administration procedures for the 

Kindergarten ACCESS test 
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Accommodations Checklist
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2021 Florida Accessibility and Accommodations 
Supplement

• Replaces the WIDA Accessibility and 
Accommodations Supplement.

• This document highlights test 
administrative considerations, 
universal tools, and 
accommodations for individual ELLs 
taking the paper-based tests. 

• Accommodation Selection Forms 
located in Appendix C.
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Accessibility and Accommodations

[Triangle width indicates estimated proportion of ELLs using each type of support]
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Kindergarten ACCESS for ELLs
• A secure large-scale English language 

proficiency assessment

• An annual assessment used by the 
Florida Department of Education (FDOE) 

• Language Assessment for English 
language learners (ELLs) in Kindergarten

• Paper-based test individually 
administered in a game-like interactive 
format 
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ACCESS for ELLs Kindergarten

Administration 
Format

Approximate 
Administration Time

Recommended 
Scheduled Testing Time

Individual 45 minutes 60 minutes

Due to the adaptive nature of the test, high proficiency 
students will likely take longer and beginning proficiency 
students might need significantly less time.
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Kindergarten Administration
N

ar
ra

tiv
e

Part A
Listening & Speaking

A1 A2 A3 A4 A5

Part B
Writing 

B1 B2/3/4/5

Part C
Reading

C1 C2 C3 C4 C5

Ex
po

si
to

ry

Part D
Listening & Speaking

D1 D2 D3 D4 D5

Part E
Writing 

E1
low start

E2 E3
mid start

E4/5
high start

Part F
Reading

F1
low start

F2 F3
mid start

F4
high start

F5
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Kindergarten Test Design

Test administrator reads the Narrative storybook, then 
administers parts in order moving through the 5 levels:

A. Listening & Speaking Tests (together)

B. Writing Test

C. Reading Test
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Kindergarten Test Design
Expository:
Test administrator then administers the following section 
using the Expository activity board. 

D. Listening & Speaking Tests (together)

E. Writing Test (starting point based on Part B)

F. Reading Test (starting point based on Part C)
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WIDA Secure Portal
https://portal.wida.us/
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Training Course 



© 2020 Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin System

Training Requirements
For Kindergarten ACCESS Test Administrators

Step 1: Review the Test Administrator Manual

Step 2: Complete the Kindergarten assessment 
training module

Step 3: Take the Kindergarten Administration Quiz 
and receive a passing score of 80% or higher
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Testing Materials (1 of 2) 
• Kindergarten Student Story Booklet contains: 

• Pictures and story for the Narrative section of the 
test (resembling authentic children’s literature)

• Graphic organizers related to designated sections 
of the test

• Kindergarten Student Response Booklet 
contains:
• Answer key for Listening & Reading items

• Space to record and tally student responses

• Criteria for moving on/winding down

• Student writing and teacher transcription of 
student writing

Student Story 
Booklet

Student 
Response 

Booklet
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Testing Materials (2 of 2)
• Kindergarten Test Administrator Script contains:

• Moving on/winding down script

• Expect boxes to assist with scoring students’ speaking 
responses

• Kindergarten Student Activity Board
• One panel is opened at a time, to reveal graphics related to 

the expository story 

• Kindergarten Cards & Card Pouch Booklet

• Students may be asked to point to the correct card, find the 
cards that go together, or move the cards to the appropriate 
place 

Test Administrator 
Script

Cards and Card 
Pouch Booklet

Student Activity 
Board
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Using Manipulatives
• Some test items require use of cards

• Organize them and inventory  prior to testing

• Use the cards according to the section and 
corresponding part/level
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Setting up Materials
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Supporting Students

Encouraging Students

• Appropriate 
encouragement

• Move on after one 
attempt

• Use phrases like, “Can 
you tell me more?” when 
using the “if necessary” 
questions/prompts

Giving Feedback

• Mild positive 
reinforcement

• Examples in Test 
Administrator  Script 

• Reinforcement regardless 
of correct or incorrect 
responses
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General Procedures
Read aloud black bold and blue bold text

Although the test administrator must adhere to the script, 
sometimes encouragement, or rephrasing or clarification of a 
task per the script, is appropriate.

Record student scores IMMEDIATELY

Test may be administered in two sessions with a less-than-two-day 
break between the parts

Winding Down when a “ceiling” is reached at one level.
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Breaks
Kindergarteners will likely need breaks

• Keep breaks brief

• Take breaks at the end of a test part

• 10-min stretch break is scripted between 
Part C and Part D.
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Test Navigation
• The “Moving On” section indicates where to proceed 

after scoring a given level
• Movement through the test is from one level to the 

next or from one part to the next
• When a “ceiling” is reached at one level, proceed to the 

next part
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Demonstrating Sample Items
• Sample items are embedded within the test 

‒ Demonstrate how the student should complete the 
task or item

‒ Perform it exactly as the student will have to in the 
task 



Parts A and D: 

Listening/Speaking 
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Listening and Speaking Test Overview

• The Speaking tasks are administered in conjunction 
with the Listening tasks

‒ Listening tasks present the student with tasks meant to 
elicit closed-ended responses

‒ Speaking tasks typically include several questions where 
student responses are rated holistically for any given 
level

• Parts A and D comprise the Listening and Speaking test
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Administering Part A: Listening & Speaking 

Directions: Begin at level 1. Move through remaining levels based on 
student responses until student reaches “ceiling”. 

Guidelines: Read each item only ONCE, following script exactly 
(including pauses)

Scoring: Record Speaking according to rubric and Listening according to 
answer key.

p. 2
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Listening Items
• Prompt student to point or complete an action

• Read test item only ONE time
‒ You may NOT repeat an item unless a severe disturbance or 

interruption occurs

• Mark correct or incorrect
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Speaking Items
• Read aloud any text that appears in boldface type in 

the script

• Ask an “If necessary” item only if you need more 
information to assign a rating 

• Scoring: Expected responses are included
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Recording Answers

Listening: Fill in the 
correct or incorrect 
bubble for each level. 

Speaking: Fill in Meets, 
Approaches, or ?
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Stopping Criteria

Determine if you are 
to move on in Part 
A, or go to Part B.

Stopped Here: 
Fill in if this is 
the last level 
administered. 
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Task Level Expectations
• Every task is based on a set of expectations for 

what the response should look like. 

• The TA rates each task holistically, considering the 
response to all questions in the task.

• Scoring expectations are based on:

‒ Linguistic Complexity

‒ Vocabulary Usage

‒ Language Control
Speaking Rubric
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Task Level 1: Sample 2

Q1: (Point to the TABLE) What is this?
Q2: (Point to the CHAIR) What is this?
Q3: (Point to the PLANT) What is this?
Q4: (If necessary) What else do you see in 
the picture?

Scoring Rationale: Student responds first in Spanish but is able to repeat the word 
“table” when it is provided by the TA. Student is then able to identify "seat" and 
"flower." Although "seat" may not be the most common vocabulary term for a 
chair, it is an acceptable response. Similarly, "flower" is an acceptable 
interpretation for the drawing of a plant. The response meets task level 
expectations. 

Scoring Rationale: Student responds first in Spanish but is able to repeat the word 
“table” when it is provided by the TA. Student is then able to identify "seat" and 
"flower." Although "seat" may not be the most common vocabulary term for a 
chair, it is an acceptable response. Similarly, "flower" is an acceptable 
interpretation for the drawing of a plant. The response meets task level 
expectations. 

Click for Scoring Rationale



Parts B and E: 

Writing
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Part B: Writing Experience Overview

• Screening Task: If student successfully writes name, 
proceed to the Writing Experience. If incorrect, 
proceed to Reading Part C.  

• Inventive spelling accepted

• Single letter or shapes, proceed to Reading Part C. 

• Writing Experience: Prompt to retell a narrative 
text, then write about it.

• Score on Part B determines where student begins 
the expository writing in Part E. 

p. 3
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Part B: Writing Experience Script

Item

Orientation

What’s 
next?
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Student Response Book Part B
Student SideTeacher Side

Screener

Writing
Experience

Teacher
Transcription



©2020 Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin System

Part B Scoring: High, Mid, Low

Criteria to 
determine 
starting point 
in Part E.
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High, Mid, Low

• The Expect box for writing contains the criteria to determine the starting point 
in Part E (Writing).

p. 3
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Part E: Writing Entrance Point 

• Entrance point based on student’s performance on Part B.

• Mark the student’s starting point in Part E under the Started Here column

• If “Low” start with E1 (Leveled Tasks – Tracing & Copying)

• If “Mid” start with E3 (Leveled Tasks – Beginning & Ending Sounds)

• If “High” start with E4/5 (Writing Experience)

Note: Do not go back to a previous level in Part E, if the child cannot 
successfully complete the Level on which you have started him/her. 



© 2020 Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin System

Part E: Writing Experience Overview
• Leveled Tasks E1-E3: from tracing, to copying, to 

writing initial and final sounds-THESE TASKS ARE 
SCORED AS CORRECT OR INCORRECT

• Writing Experience E4/5: prompt to retell an 
expository text, then write about it- THESE TASKS 
ARE SCORED USING THE WRITING RUBRIC

p. 3

REMEMBER: Score on Part B determines where student 
begins the expository writing in Part E. 
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Writing Experience Part E Script

Unscored 
Model
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Part E3: Student Response Booklet

Left Page Right Page

Teacher 
model for 
beginning 

sound

Teacher 
model for 

end 
sound

Student 
writes in 
the box
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The Kindergarten Writing Rubric
• Defines seven levels from 0 

to 6 in terms of:

‒ Linguistic Complexity

‒ Vocabulary Usage

‒ Language Control

• Takes into account rules for 
inventive spelling
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Inventive Spelling

• Acceptable on both parts of the writing test

• Developmentally appropriate for kindergartners

• Can demonstrate an understanding of the regularity of 
relationships between sounds and letters

• Should follow a “recognizable” pattern rather than 
being arbitrary letters or made-up marks to indicate 
meaning
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Analyzing Inventive Spelling
• Sounds are represented by letters as in the rules of regular 

English spelling.
• English spelling system, however, is highly irregular in terms of 

letter-sound correspondences. So students may:
• Approximate the sounds: e.g., k for c, ai for i
• Invert letters, e.g., d for b or vice versa, q for d or vice versa
• Omit letters; e.g., tak for talk

“talk” “office”
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Part E: Scoring Guidance

• E1 – E3 Leveled Tasks: 
• Scored as Correct or Incorrect.
• There are multiple questions within one level
• If the student completes a level successfully (following 

the Stop If criteria), move on to the next level.

• E4/5 Writing Experience Task: 

• The test administrator assigns the writing a score of 1-6 
using the Writing Rubric after the student completes 
the entire test. 



Part B: Writing Samples
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Let’s Score!

Sample Transcription Explanation

Flower, Boy Identifies beginning, middle 
and end sounds in word 
“flower,” but is not so clear 
for “boy.” The “b” appears 
to be inverted, which is 
acceptable, but student 
writes “ll” for the /oy/ 
sound. May be evidence of 
the interlanguage effect, 
but it is not accepted at this 
level.

MID Start: E3Where will this student start in Part E?



Part E1 – E3: Writing Samples 
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E1: Tracing Tasks
Sample Score Rationale

Incorrect

Student was not 
able to stay on the 
lines.
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E2: Copying Tasks
Sample Score Rationale

Correct

Student inverted the 
“v” and the “e,” 
which is normal for 
children at this level, 
so item is marked 
correct.
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E3: Initial & Final Sound Tasks

Sample Score Rationale

Incorrect

Student is asked to 
produce the /g/ 
sound for “goose” 
and the /m/ sound 
for “mouse.” Student 
writes a “c” and an 
“r” (or maybe and 
“h”). Neither answer 
is acceptable.



Part E4/5: Writing Samples 
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Rubric Score: 1
Sample Transcription Explanation

teacher 
backpack 

doctor

This student has 
written a string of 
letters that does not 
correspond to what 
he or she wrote.
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Rubric Score: 5
Sample Explanation

This sample has 3 complete 
sentences, but there is some 
evidence of interlanguage effect: 
“vaquepaq” for “backpack” and 
“gees” for “his” Additionally, the 
words go beyond memorized high 
frequency words (e.g. backpack, 
teacher, nurse, busy.

Transcription
David can’t find his backpack he tells his 
teacher and his teacher is busy his teacher 
tells David to go to the nurse
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Ending the Writing Test
• If a student beginning at E1 (Low) or E3 (Mid) answers 

only one item correctly, or does not answer any items 
correctly, 

• If a student begins at E4/E5 (High), score the written 
response on a scale of 0-6 according to the criteria after 
the test administration is complete. 

Mark “Stopped 
Here,” indicating that 
the student is done 
with the Writing test.



Part C and F:

Reading 
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Part C: Reading

• Format: Tasks at five levels include matching cards, categorizing 
pictures, and pointing to objects. Some initial tasks assess pre-literacy 
skills.

• Scoring: Reading items are each scored correct or incorrect. 

• Based on how many tasks the student correctly completed in Part 
C, score the student’s performance as “High,” “Mid,” or “Low”. 
This will determine the starting point in Part F of the Reading test.

• Record starting point in Part F in the Student Response Booklet.

• If student does not read the card correctly but chooses the 
correct card, mark it correct. 
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Part C: Reading Script

Thumbnail of 
the graphic in 
the Student 
Story Booklet

Pictures 
cards

Unscored 
model of task

Test items
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Symbols in the Script

Gray box indicates 
that cards should 
be face down

Card used 
for modeling

Keep cards 
in hand
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Part C: Recording Answers

Stopped Here: 
fill in if this is 
the last level 
administered. 

Determine if you will 
move on to the next 
Level within Part C, 
or go to Part D.

Fill in the correct or incorrect 
bubble for each question. 
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Part F Starting Point
• You must make a determination about where to start in 

Reading Part (Part F), based on the student’s 
performance on the Reading items in Part C.

• Be sure to check off where the student will begin Part F 
as “High,” “Mid,” or “Low” in Part C of the Student 
Response Booklet 
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Winding Down
• Winding down from the Reading tasks is especially 

important, since reading is a developmental skill for all 
children at this level and can be a source of frustration 
if the students feel they have not successfully 
completed the task. 

• You may elect to wind down the task by reading or 
decoding the tasks with the students and scoring the 
Reading tasks as incorrect responses.
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Positive Reinforcement 
• Be sure you end the test with something the student can do so that students 

leave with a positive feeling about the experience.

• In Listening Parts: If the student clearly does not understand the listening 
task, you may repeat the model. If the student still doesn’t understand, 
continue modeling with the other items, but score them as incorrect.

• In Speaking Parts: If the student says “I don’t know” you may assist him/her, 
but mark the answer “Approaches.”

• In Writing Parts: If the student cannot write sentences, prompt him/her to 
write single words or letters. 

• In Reading Parts: If the student cannot read words or sentences, encourage 
him/her to identify a sound or a picture he/she recognizes.


